
June 16, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was 

held on June 16, 2015 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building at 7:30pm, 

Closed Session beginning at 6:30pm with Mayor Danny Turner presiding.  

Council members present: Mayor Danny Turner, Vice Mayor Jennifer Bowles, 

Council Member Gene Teague, Council Member Sharon Brooks Hodge and 

Council Member Mark Stroud.  Staff members present included: City Manager 

Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne 

Knox, Karen Roberts and Police Chief Sean Dunn.  

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council will go into 

Closed Session. In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon motion by Vice Mayor Bowles, seconded by 

Council Member Hodge with the following recorded 5-0 roll-call vote: Mayor 

Turner, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council 

Member Teague, aye; Council Member Stroud, aye.  Council convened in Closed 

Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters:  A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1. B) Consultation with 

legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining 

to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7. C) 

Discussion or consideration of the investment of public funds where competition 

or bargaining is involved, where, if made public initially, the financial interest of 

the government unit would be adversely affected, as authorized by Subsection 6. 

D) Discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of 

public funds, including interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the 

terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an open session would 

adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, 

as authorized by Subsection 29.  Coming out of closed session at 7:30pm, Mayor 

Turner indicated closed session was in recess and would reconvene upon 

conclusion of the regular Council meeting.   

Council returned to Open Session at 7:30pm.   

Invocation and Pledge to the American Flag-Council Member Gene Teague. 

Consider approval of minutes:  Motion made by Vice Mayor Bowles to 

approve minutes for May 12, 2015, May 26, 2015 and June 8, 2015 Council 
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meetings, motion seconded by Council Member Teague, motion passed with 5-0 

vote, all in favor.  

Approval of agreement continuing management of West Piedmont Business 

Development Center under the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of 

Commerce’s Partnership for Economic Growth:  City Manager Towarnicki gave a 

brief explanation of the formation of the partnership between the City and C-PEG 

regarding operation of the Incubator, noting operation of the West Piedmont 

Business Development Center have gone extremely well since 2014 under C-

PEG’s direction.   Council Member Teague gave a brief history of the incubator 

and Amanda Witt of the Chamber of Commerce also stated that things are going 

well.  They are at 93% occupancy at this time with first and third floors full and 

no more office space available.  City Manager Towarnicki reviewed a revised 

Memorandum of Understanding for continued management of the Incubator 

under C-PEG’s direction with an initial one year term from July 1, 2015 through 

June 30, 2016, with 4 successive automatic one-year renewals.  Either party (City 

or C-PEG) can terminate the agreement with a minimum of 90 days written notice 

prior to the expiration of each annual term.   A signed copy of the MOU will be 

kept on file in the City Manager’s office.
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A motion was made by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Vice-Mayor Bowles, 

to approve the MOU as presented and to authorize the City Manager to execute 

the agreement.  Motion passed 5–0 with all voting in favor. 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Martinsville-Henry County 

Chamber of Commerce’s Partnership for Economic Growth for certain services 

related to expansion of efforts involving small business development in the City of 

Martinsville:  City Manager Towarnicki provided background information 

regarding Council’s discussion from the March strategic planning session and the 

desire expressed by Council to enhance and expand efforts related to small 

business development.  It was noted Council initially requested the Martinsville-

Henry County EDC to consider reallocating $60,000 of the $279,500 City EDC 

funding for contracting with C-PEG for this purpose and after the EDC Board 

declined, Council voted during budget deliberations to reduce EDC funding from 

$279,500 to $219,500, and to contract directly with C-PEG for the desired 

services.  A draft Memorandum of Understanding has been developed based upon 

Council discussions related to small business development efforts, and City 

Manager Towarnicki reviewed the document, specifically the tasks included under 

the scope of work.    
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Amanda Witt, Executive Director of the MHC Chamber of Commerce also 

provided comments related to C-PEG’s efforts in this regard.   After discussion,  

Council requested three additions/modifications to the MOU; (1) under Scope of 

Work, item 4 (a) – requested that as part of C-PEG’s research regarding tech and 

retail incubators, that research also include a vocational/skills development 

incubator; (2) in item 4(b) that a review of incentives also include a review of how 

effective incentives are; and (3) in item 4(e), consideration be given to assigning  a 

specific individual or staff person as a mentor on a case by case basis related to 

each small business case or inquiry.   City Manager Towarnicki and Ms. Witt 

agreed to review the requests and to revise the MOU accordingly.  Council took no 

formal action since it was noted the MOU is in draft stage for Council’s review.  It 

was also noted the revised MOU will be brought back to Council at the June 30 

meeting for Council approval.   

Zoning Ordinance Re-write:  Wayne Knox, Assistant City Manager/Director 

of Community Development gave a brief presentation on the lengthy project of 

rewriting the Zoning Ordinance and then introduced Frank Cox of The Cox 

Company, the firm contracted with for much of the work.  It was noted the 

information being presented is draft/preliminary and the matter will be discussed 

with the Planning Commission. The Commission will conduct a public hearing 

followed by a recommendation to Council, and then Council will conduct another 

hearing prior to adoption of the changes.  Mr. Cox then presented a brief review of 

the draft information.  
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Following the presentation Council members asked questions – Council Member 

Hodge in regard to multi-family in residential zones, and Council Member Teague 

regarding a rental certification overlay. 

Approval of consent agenda:  Council Member Teague made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda and Council Member Stroud seconded the motion.  

Council Members voted 5-0 in favor to approve the consent agenda. 
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Business from the Floor:   

Joe Martin, East Church St – expressed appreciation to Council for moving in 

a direction to assist small business groups, he also requested a public hearing on 

fluoridation and provided research on reasons to oppose fluoridation. 

Patrick H. Wright, 1201 Spruce St – requested confirmation on safety of 

toothpaste and City fluoridation usage on the sewer system. 

Jim Ennis, 1216 Knollwood Place –encouraged Council to make information 

public on zoning ordinance revisions, in addition he felt it would be important for 

the public to be made aware of the fluoridation concerns presented during the 

Council meeting and he feels this information should be published. 

Ural Harris, 217 Stewart St – members of the planning commission would 

have been further along planning the zoning ordinance had they been meeting 

more often.  He submitted a FOI request on June 5 but has not received a 

response.  He submitted another request to City Manager Towarnicki asking him 

to respond soon.  
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Naomi Hodge-Muse, Martinsville-Henry County NAACP – stated she has 

received calls from City residents who have expressed concerns about the City 

School Board.  She stated that all City schools are failing or on the edge. She says 

the school system has not recruited employees of color and school staff and 

administration does not mirror the student body of the schools.  Ms. Muse 

expressed concern that four employees lost their job due to a $75,000 budget cut. 

She asked that Council intervene and look at the school board and their 

processes.  

Eric Monday – shared highlights from Virginia Living Magazine Best in 

Virginia, of 96 categories - 26 first place winners, 17 second place and 9 third 

place winners were from Martinsville and Henry County and in some categories 

Martinsville and Henry County has multiple place holders including all three 

places in the realtor category.   

Comments by members of City Council:   

Council Member Stroud thanked everyone for their sympathy during his 

mother’s recent death. 

Council Member Teague offered condolences to Council Member Stroud and 

also, best wishes to Sheriff Draper regarding his recent injury. 

Council Member Hodge, no comments 

Vice Mayor Bowles reiterated that contact information for Council members is 

public and asks that the public contact them as needed. 

Mayor Turner congratulated the Martinsville High School Boys Soccer team for 

placing second in the state championship, also congratulated the Martinsville 

High School Girls Tennis team for winning Regional Championship. He asked City 

Manager Towarnicki to recognize these teams at the next Council Meeting. 

Stroud commented on UVA’s baseball team in college world series. 

Comments by City Manager:  City Manager Towarnicki mentioned the 

fluoridation topic will be on Council’s July 14th agenda.  He has notified the local 

Health Department and Dr. Crabtree of this schedule. 

Mayor Turner recessed the public session of the meeting and reconvened 

closed session at 9:10pm.   

At the conclusion of the Closed Session, each member of Council certified that 

(1) only public business matters exempt from opening meeting requirements were 

discussed in said Closed Session and (2) only those business matters identified in 
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the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered 

during the Session.  A motion was made by Vice Mayor Bowles and seconded by 

Council Member Stroud with the following 5-0 roll-call recorded vote:  Teague, aye; 

Stroud, aye; Turner, aye; Bowles, aye; Hodge, aye;. 

A motion was made by Council Member Stroud to reappoint Nancy Baker to 

the Patrick Henry Community College Board, motion was seconded by Council 

Member Teague, approved by 5–0 vote.   

A motion was made by Council Member Hodge and seconded by Council 

Member Stroud to reappoint Tonya Jones to Pittsylvania County Community 

Action, Inc. Board, approved by 5–0 vote. 

School Board seats:   

Mrs. Carolyn McCraw - a motion was made to appoint Mrs. McCraw to the 

School Board by Council Member Teague, seconded by Council Member 

Stroud;   Teague, aye; Stroud, aye; Hodge, nay; Bowles, nay; Hodge, nay.   

Ms. Artis Law - a motion was made to appoint Ms. Law to the School Board by 

Council Member Stroud, seconded by Council Member Hodge;   Turner, aye; 

Stroud, aye; Teague, nay; Bowles, nay; Hodge; nay.   

Mrs. Joan Montgomery - a motion was made to appoint Mrs. Montgomery by 

Council Member Hodge, seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles;   Teague, aye; Hodge, 

aye; Bowles, aye; Turner, nay; Stroud, nay.   

Mr. Lawrence Mitchell - a motion was made to appoint Mr. Mitchell by Council 

Member Hodge, seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles;    Hodge, aye; Turner, aye; 

Bowles, aye; Teague, nay; Stroud, nay.   

Mr. Lawrence Mitchell and Mrs. Joan Montgomery were appointed to the 

School Board, each receiving 3 votes. 

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting at 11:50pm, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion, and 

Council Members voted 5-0 all in favor. 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Leon Towarnicki     Danny Turner 

Deputy Clerk of Council    Mayor   


